The House Inspector There are thousands of
Advantage home inspectors — why

should you choose us?

* We teach you about your home, showing
you how things work and explaining the
issues we find.

Our team is experienced, having
performed over 7000 inspections.

We provide you with an illustrated book
that explains common defects and
teaches you how things work.

Our computer-generated reports are Single family homes
prepared on-site. ‘ Condominiums

Townhouses
Rehabs

Company owner Dave Westlund teaches Apartment buildings

at Inspection Training Associates (ITA), | Commercial properties

the oldest and largest inspector training
school in the country.

Our inspectors are extensively trained.

We abide by the Code of Ethics of the
American Society of Home Inspectors Flexible scheduling

(ASHI). Evening and weekend appointments

Our inspections are incredibly thorough, Dn-sitge‘cnmputeﬁbased i

and place emphasis on investigating ‘ _ Experienced, thorough inspectars
unusual situations, and accessing ‘  Environmental services
hard-to-reach places. '

We’re a family business and love this | 773 782 309] R o

profession. We take pride in inspecting o )
each home as if a member of our family 708-364-01 69 Orland Park office
were buying it. ‘ inspectors@knowyourhome.net

www.knowyourhome.net
se habla espanol ,
@ Over 7000 inspections completed.

A family bUsihess serving Ch‘icagoland and beyond.
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« Secure a bucket to your ladder to avoid making a mess on the ground.

* Use a hose to flush out any remaining dirt and small debris.

» Spray the hose down each downspout to test flow and remove blockages.

« Install extensions if downspouts do not discharge 6 (eet away from the foundation.

= Don't use gutter screens! Leaves and debrié;,‘ llect itop of the screens, causing the
overflow and moisture damage to shingles anek } | re supposed to
_prevent. They also make cleaning the gutter exiremety ber ause small debris
can get through the screen and build up. -~ '
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« Know the age and condition of your roof, including number offayers. If you haven't
recently hired a roofer to inspect the roof and perform typical maintenance, it's a good
idea to do so.

= Trimming bushes and shrubs can be a do-ii-yourself job. For tree branches, hire a
professional tree trimmer.
« |f branches touch electric wires, contact a qualified tree trimmer immediately.

» Openings are often found near air conditioner coolant lines.

! : v « Inspect and clean your dryer vent. Lint buildup can be costly (the dryer must work
[or openings, and hire a i ntracto | harder and longer) and dangerous (dryer lint is highly flammable). Be sure it has a
| properly seal them. damper (which prevents vermin from entering).

* Install rain caps where missing to prevent birds, small animals, or debris from entering
and blocking the flue. Flue blockage can lead to carbon monoxide venting into the
home — a serious safety hazard. '

« Find the shut-off valve, usually in the basement or crawlspace, by tracing the piping
from where it enters the house.

+ Test sump pumps by lifting the float or pouring water into the crock.

« Test eisctor pumps (these pumps should be sealed) by ruRning the fdurss
into them and listening for motor operation. i

« We highly recommend installing a back-up sump p
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« Change furnace filters when dirty — this often mea

unnecessary wear on the furnace and lead to highe
» Install carbon monoxide detectors on each level of the’
Buy dual carbon monoxide / combustible gas detectors

* Do not make your own A/C cover. Home-made covers can promote condensation and
rust inside the unit. We recommend purchasing a cover made by the manufacturer.

+ Old brass weatherstripping is less efficient than foam or rubber and often has sharp,
dangerous edges. We recommend replacing it with foam or rubber.

+ Seal crawlspace vents permanently. Vents allow cold air info the crawlspace in cool
months. In warm months, humid air enters the crawlspace where it can condense and
cause moisture damage and mold growth.




